
PROPERTY TRACT CONDEMNATION PROCESS** WITH HARRIS COUNTY ATTORNEY’S OFFICE (HCAO) 
 

**The above process is an estimate only.  Timelines for individual cases may vary.           Updated: 9/16/11 
 

 

Days  

1-7 

•Tract files are set up and entered into database. •Title reports & appraisals are ordered.  •Declaration of public necessity is prepared. 

 

Days  

8-53 

•Waiting period for title & appraisal reports. 

Days  

54-124 

•Negotiations with landowner. 

Days  

125-129 

•Condemnation packet is prepared and filed with the Harris County Attorney's Office. 

Days  

130-137 

•County Attorney receives suit packet and prepares defendant's list; Title reports are updated and tax protests are researched.   

•Condemnation petition is prepared.  

Days  

138-179 

• Condemnation Petition is filed.  The Judge appoints Special Commissioners or substitutes if necessary, and the final commissioners sign the 
documents with the Judge.  

Days  

180-203 

•The Special Commissioners determine a date for the hearing. Hearing cannot be less than 20 days after the date that the commisioners were 
appointed.  

Days 
204-232 

•The County Attorney must serve the Notice of Hearing on the landowner at least 20 days before the hearing.  

Days 
233-243 

•Earliest possible hearing date scheduled.  If a publication is required, add at least 4 weeks.  

Days 
244-263 

•Either party may be able to file objections 20 days after the hearing.  

Days  
264-286 

•Certified copy is available and check deposited into the Registry of Court. 


